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28 IS an unaccountable humour in 
Ir R ſome men , Dat they love to 
EY revile their neighbours, but 
cannot patiently hear any thing 
ſaid in their defence. A fearful outery 
bas been made againſt the Presbyteri- 
ans for cutting off King CHAR LES's 
bead, and ſome have ſo little modeſty, ho- 
nur, or conſcience, as ſtill to avow the 
charge, tho it has been confutcd over and 
over, and they bade nothing to ſupport 
it, Theſe remonſtrances again$t that fact 
were made at the critical juncture when 
it was in agitation, and ſo plainly ſhew 
the integrity and courage of the Presby- 
A 2 lerian 


are impoſed on by thoſe wicked arts; that 


removed, men may be diſpoſed to 4 better 


The PREFACE. 
meut, The. deſign of pri ing them is 10! 


to convince the men of intrigue, who are 


playing their game by ſuch falſe repreſen. 


tations, but to undeceive honeſt men wha 


ſo an unreaſonable cauſe of bitterneſs being 


temper. 

NO one can have any reaſon 10 be of. 
fended at this publication: Nay, it mui 
pleaſe all that are not ſtrangers to tha 
charity which rejoiceth not in Iniqui- 
ty, but rejoiceth in the Truth. 1 
am ſure, the Precbyteriams were very wel 
pleaſed to ſee the Noble DECLARATI 
ON which was made by ſome of the Bl. 
SHOPS again$t the late unnatural Rebel. 
lion, and ſorry that any ſhould be ſaid 
to have refuſed to fign it, tho they might Ni 
hade done it without incurring ſuch dan- 
ger as the Miniſters did by theſe Letters. par 
And why our adverſaries ſbould not as fer- 


uncl 


The PREFACE, 
nuch approve. cur. good. conduct as we do 
their, 4 cannot imagin. 


Mr Lord Clarendon he acknowleds'd 
the veul which the Miniſters t 
hewed on this occaſign. The * 1. 
Preachers, (ſays he) which | 

had ſounded the trumpets Jondelt to, 
and throughout the war, preached now 
* as furiouſly againſt all wicked at- 
* tempts and violence againſt the per- 
ſon of the King, and fooliſhly urged 
the obligation of the Covenant, ( by 
* which they had involved him in all the 
danger be was in) for the ſecurity of 
his perſon.” By this account tis evident, 
bey went no further than a ſree an] brave 


Tarliament did: And if the Presbyterian Mi- 


l. Niſters mußt be reproach*d with all the falſe 
id ebe taken by the Parliament, the Epiſcopal 
bt miſters, by a pariiy of reaſon, ub ſhare 


be blame of all the faults of the adwerſ: 
arty, His Lordſhip, or rather bis edi- 
vs, might bave ſpared the word foliſh- 


72 8 ly, 


The PRE FACE. 
ly, ſince the Covenant certainly obliged al 
that took it to every lawful thing they 
ſolemnly promis'd therein. But ſince it aþ- 
pears by ihis teſtimony that the Miniſters 
preaching was then of a-piece with theſe 
 remonſtrances I now publiſh, all boneff 
un will do them the Juſtice io own, they 
bad no hand in the K ing death. 


/a me 2 J. 
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a ſerious and faithful Repreſenta'ion of the 
eſe Judgment, of Miniſters of the Goſpel with- 
e in the Province of London; contained 
be in a Letter from them to the General and = 
bis Council of War ; delivered to His Ex- Bi 
cellency, by ſome of the Subſcribers, Jan. 
18. 1645. . C 


PROFERBS XXIV. 11,12 | 
If thou forbear to deliver them that are drawn 1 
unto. Death, and thoſe tliat are ready to be 1 
ſlain: If thou ſayeſt, Behold we know it not; 
doth not he that pondereth the Heart confider 
it 2 and he that keepeth thy Soul, doth not 
he know it 2 and ſhall not he render to every 
Man according to his Works. 


May it pleaſe Tour Excellency, with thoſe of 


Jour Countit , © 


Tn LEREAS of late divers 
Applications have been made, 
as well in Writing as by Ver- 
bal Meſſages, inviting the Mi- 
niſters of London, or ſome of 
them, to meet with the Officers 
| of the Army, in their Conſal- 
tations about Matters of Religion; we Miniſters 
of the Goſpel within the Province of London 


hold 
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hold it our Duty, as then to Fefule any (41, 
Meeting as was propoſed, ſo now to give Yo, 
Lordſhip and your Council the Reaſors of thy 
Refuſal, leſt 1 Silence we ſhould ſeem t 
be wanting in that Ingenuity and Candour which (w] 
becomes all, but eſpecially the Minſters of .Mrat 
ſus Chrifi. And underſtanding that ſome of oy 
Brethren, at one Conference before Your Lord. 
{hip and ſome of your Council *, and at another 
with ſome of your Chief Officers F, have alre 
dy manifeſted their Diſlike,, both of your lt; 


Actions towards many of the Worthy Member up 
of the Honourable Houſe' of Commons, an fu 
what likewiſe you have publithed in your lat thi 
Remonſtrance and Declaration, as your Intent S0 
on for ſettling the Affaris of the Kingdoms, Ru 
we were informed by ſome of them, and wil A 
thus to ſignify) we thought fit hereby to man Ce 
Feſt our Concurrence with thoſe our RevercnWMrf 


Brethren ; humbly deſiring, That while we ul 
that Plaineis and 8 which becometh thi 
Ambaſſadours of Chxi#, this our Performanꝗ 
may not be miſinterpreted, either as a tran 
greſſing the Law of Chriſtian Meekneſs, or ei 
ceeding the Bonuds of Miniſterial 8 5 We 
being commanded to cry aloud, and to lift 
our Voices as Tramp, to ſhew the People thi 
Tranſgreſſions, and the Houſe of Facob their Sin 
HAT 


ed 4. od. it i Bw. 


— 


Mr. Marſbal, Mr. Calamy, Mr. Whitaket 
Mr. Sedgwick, & c. + Mr. Whitaker, Mr. Cal; 
wp, Mr. Aſh, Cc. 


CST” + 
vi HAD a Conference been deſired with us 
ut only to have given you Reſolution, whether 
nue Ways wherein at the preſent you are wal- 
tung are agreeable to the Word of GOD, 
(which Caſe indeed had been ſuitable for Pri- 
vate Perſons to have propounded, and for Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel to have reſolved) we 
ſhould moſt willingly and freely have deliver'd 
our Fudgments (as our *fore-mentioned Brethren 
have done) concerning theſe your Praiſes ; 
and have given you this as our Advice, grounded Bi 
upon Scripture,viz. That,inſtead of proceeding | |} 
further in ſuch unwarrantable Courſes, you f 
ſhould have teſtify'd your timely and godly 
Sorrow for what (ſo clearly againſt the direct 
Rule of the Word) you have already acted. 

AND if only for the clearing of this Caſe 
Conference had been deſired, it was from the 
hirſt profeſſed that we ſhould be ready and wil- 
ing to meet, where and with whom ſoever, to 
alert and maintain our Fudgment therein. But 
s1f the Fſtneſs of your Way were already 
granted by us, we were only invited to contri- 
ute our Aſſiſtance, in Proſecution of what you 
ad undertaken, which we conceive to be out 
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r your Sphere: And for us to have joined in 
; beifLonſultations of this Nature would have made 
Sins acceſſary unto them, guilty of the Evil which 


s in them, and even Partakers 
Y other Mens Sins, contrary to 
he Apoſtle's Rule, who bids us 1 Th, ſe F. 22. 
w/tzin even from all Appearance Epbeſe. 5.11. 
Evil, and have no Fellowſhip l 
vit the unfruitful Works of Darkneſs, but i 
prove them rather. 1 
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IT is already ſufficiently known ( beſide 
all former Miſcarriages) what Attempts of lat 
have been put in practice againſt lawful Auth, 
rity, eſpecially by your late Remonſtrance and 
Declaration, publiſhed in Oppoſition to the 
Froceedings of Parliament; as alſo by ſeizing 
and impriſoning the King's Perſon, without the 
Knowledge and Conſent of Parliament, and b 
that late unparallel'd Violence offered to the 


Members of it, forcibly hindering above Ou; 
Hundred of them (if we miſtake not the Nun Hi 
ber) from fitting in Parliament; impriſoningf 6: 
many of their Perſons, though many of then / 
are known to us to be Men of Eminent Wort t. 
and Integrity, and who have given moſt amp 
Teſtimony of their real Affections to the Good T! 
of the Kingdom: And, befides all this, ther is 
is an Intent of framing and contriving a nei us 
Module, as well of the Laws and GovernmenW an 
of the Kingdom, as of the Conſtitution of a nei th 
kind of Repreſentative (as you call it) inſtcalF C 
of this and all future Parliaments ; and this i de 


be Subſcribed throughout the Kingdom, unde to 


the Notion of, An Agreement of the People, il Pe 
it is declared in your late Remonſtrance of V le: 
vember 16. 1648. pag. 67. All which Pradiſ L. 
ces we cannot but judge to be manifeſtly oppo m 
ſite to the Lawful Authority of thoſe Mage m 


ſtrates whom GOD hath ſet over us, and to ti 
Duty and Obedience which, by the Laws ol G 
GOD and Man, and by our manifold Oat] m 
and Covenants, we ſtand obliged to render ti w 
them. And therefore we judge it our Duty ri w 
ther to teſtify our utter Diſlike and Deteſtation th 
than to give any (though but implicite and in 
terpretative) Approbation of them, —& WI 


7 77 7 

WE remember the Advice of Solomon, Fear 
thou the LORD and the KING, and med- 
le not with them that are given to change [ Prov. 
24- 21.]; And that of Paul, Withdraw from 
wery Brother that walketh diſorderly, and not 
according to the Traditions which you have re- 
geived of us | 2 Theſ. 3. 6.] - Of which this is 
one, Put them in mind to be ſuljed to Princ ipa- 
lities and Powers, and to obey Mageſtrates | Tit. 
3. I.]; And, Let every Soul be ſubjedt to the 


ſides 
f late 
1thy 
> and 
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um Higher Powers; for there is no Power but of 
ning God, the Powers that be are Ordained of God: 
hen / hoſoever therefore refiſteth the Power reſiſteth 
oth the Ordinance of God, and they that reſiſt ſpall 
op receive to themſelves Damnation | Rom. 13. 1, 2.J 
oo The Fear of GOD therefore (whoſe Ordinance 


er is violated when Mageſtracy is oppoſed) makes 


us afraid of medling with thoſe, who, without 
cn any Colour of Legal Authority, meerly upon 
the Preſumption of Strength, ſhall attempt fuch 
Changes as theſe are, Ard we cannot but be 
deeply affected with Grief and Aſtoniſhment, 
to ſee that an Army raiſed by. Authority of 
Parliament, for the Preſervation of the Privi- 
leges thereof, and of our Religion, Laws, and 
Liberties, ſhould, contrary to their Truſt and 


poll many Engagements, do that which tends to the 
oem manifeſt Subverſion of them all, 
tl WE have not forgotten thoſe declared 


Grounds and Principles upon which the Parli2- 
ment firſt took up Arms, and upon which we 
were induced to join with them; (from which 


ra we have not hitherto declined, and we truſt, 
on through 60 D's Grace, never ſhall.) We re» 
in meurber, That when the King, with a Malti- 
1 522 5 tals 
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| [ 127] 
tude of Armed Men, demanded but a ſmall 
Number (in Compariſon of thoſe now ſecludeg 
by you) of the Members of Parliament, it was 
decmed ſuch an horrid Violation of their Privi. 
Teges, and an Act ſo 1njurious, and deſtructive 
to the Good of the Kingdom, as had not (then) 
any Precedent or Parallel: And of what Na. 
ture it was judged to be, by a Parliament then 
free and full, may appear by the Order of the 
Houſe of Commons, January 3. 1641. When, 
hearing but of a Purpoſe in the King to ſeize 
upon ſome of their Members, they declared, 
If any Perſon whatſoever ſhall offer to Arreſt 
or detain the Peaſon of any Member of this 
* Houſe, without firſt acquainting the Houſe 
« therewith, and receiving further Order from 
&« this Houſe, That it is lawful for ſuch Mem— 
* ber, for any Perſon to aſſiſt him, and to ſtand 
4 upon his or their Guard of Defence, and to 
make Reſiſtance according to the Proteſtation 
* taken to defend the Privileges of Parliament; 
and by the Declaration of January 17. 1641. 
That the Arreſting of any Member of Parlia- 
* ment, by any Warrant whatſoever, without 
* a Legal Proceeding againſt them, and with- 
* out Conſent of that Houſe whereof ſuch Per- 
“ ſonisa Member, is againſt the Liberty of 
the Subject, and a Breach of Privilege of Par- 
« liament; And the Perſon which ſhall Arreſt 
any of theſe Perſons, or any other Member | 
c of the Parliament, js declared a publick Ene- 
e my of the Common-wealth. ” And this Vi- 
olation of their Privileges was that which did 
occaſion firſt a Guard, and was afterwards one 
Reaſon of raiſing an Army: But that an Army 


thus 


L 13 ] 
zus raiſed by their Authority, and for their 
Preſervation, ſhould now ſo far exceed that 
qt which was then efteemed without a Paral- 
el, could hardly have been imagined by us,, 
ad not our Eyes been Witneſſes of it. | 

AND although both Houſes of Parliament 1 
who are jointly, together with the Ring, en- . 
mſted with the Supream Authority of the b 
Kingdom) ſaw Cauſe to take up Arms for their g 
own Defence, againſt the Attempts made upon 
hem by the King and his Evil Counſellours, 
and for the Preſervation of the Proteſtant Reh- 
ron Eſtabliſhed, (which was then indangered 
by the Growth of ſeveral Errours and Innovati- 
ons) and for the ſecuring the Fundamental 
Laws and Conſtitutions of the Kingdom, which 
ey apprehended then to be undermined by ſer 
eral illegal Incroachments ; yet this cannot be 
o Whlcaded as any Fr//tification or Precedent for 
noa (who, in reference to the Power of Mage- 
; Weracy, are but Private Perſons) to uſurp an Au- 
l. Whivority over King and Parliament, and to in- 
- ermeddle with Affairs which belong not to you. 
t or the Laws of GOD, Nature, and Nations, 
- ogether with the Dictates of Reaſon, and the 
- Wonmon Conſent of all Caſuiſts, allow that to 
ft Mtoſe which are intruſted with managing the Su- 
- Wircam Authority of a State or Kingdom, which 
© Whitey do not allow to a Multit:ide of Private 
r Weerſons, tho? they have Strength in their Hands 
- Wo effect it. | 
AND moreover, although the Parliament 
mus took up Arms, for the Defence of their 
Perſons and Privileges, and the I'reſervation of Fl 
keligion, Laws, and Libertics, yet was it not "} 
; | theit 
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their Intention thereby to do Violence to th, 


Perſon of the King, or diveſt him of his Regi b 
Authority, or what of Right belongeth to hin 4 
(as appears by their Declarations in that behalf) Þ 
much leſs was it their Purpoſe to ſubvert d 
overthrow the whole Frame and Fundament N 
Conſtitution of the Government of the Kine I 
dom, or to give Power and Authority to au 2 
Perſons whatſoever ſo to do. tt 
AND therefore we apprehend our ſehꝗ t 
obliged thus to appear for the Maintenance d 
our Religion, Laws, and Liberties, togethﬀ » 
with the Conſtitution, Power, and Privileg 
of Parliament, and the ſettled Government o 


the Kingdom, both, on the one hand, again 
all malignant Counſels and Defigns for the [nil 
troduction of an Arbitrary Tyrannical Pon: 
in the King, and, on the other hand, againſt : 
irregular licentious Proceedings of Private Pa 
ſons, tending to the Subverſion of them, and: 
the Introduction of Anarchy, Confuſion, Prot 
neſs, and Irreligion. 

AND we are the more ſtrongly engax 
thus to adhere firmly to theſe our former j! 


Principles, by reaſon of the ſeveral Oaths an 1c 
Covenants generally taken throughout the Ki 2 
dom, as by the Proteſtation of May 5. 16:8 V 
wherein we do, © in the Preſence of Alinign* c 
« GOD, promiſe, vow, and proteſt, accordij® I 
to the Duty of our Allegiance, to mainta* 1+ 
« and defend, with our Lives, Power, and I 
* ſtates, His Majeſty's Royal Perſon, HonoFer 
and Eſtate, and the Power and Privilege mer 
« Parliament ; ” As alſo by the J and CC. 
nant wherein the Lords and Commons have Wh 


cl 


\ 


ug] 
red, © That there had been a treacherous and 
« horrid Deſign to furprize the Cities of Lon- 


05 don and Weſtminſter, with the Suburbs, and 
by Arms to force the Parliament: And fin- 
an 


ding by conſtant Experience, that many 
Ways of Force and Treachery are and 
ly attempted, &c. Required, That all that 
gre true-hearted and Lovers of their Coun- 
try ſhould bind themſelves each to other in 
that ſacred Vow and Covenant, wherein we 

declare our Abhorring and Deteſting the ſaid 
wicked and treacherous Deſign, and that we 
would, according to our Power and Vocation, 


it oF oppoſe and reſiſt the fame, and / other of 
ain be like Nature. And likewiſe by the ſo- 
enn League and Covenant, for the Reformation. 
ound Defence of” Religion, the Honour and Hap- 
tine of the King, the Peace and Safety of the 
pe lingdom, &c. Wherein we have covenanted, 


& That we will ſincerely, really, and conſtant- 
ly, in our ſeveral Vocations, endeavour to 
* preſerve the Rights and Privileges of the Par- 
« liament, and preſerve and defend the King's 
* Majeſty's Perſon and Authority, in the Pre- 
* ſervation and Defence of the true Religion 
Kin and Liberties of the Kingdoms; that the 
16:8 World may bear witneſs with our Conſcien- 
151 ces of our Loyalty, and that we have no 
dig“ Thoughts or Intentions to diminiſh His Ma- 
nta jeſty's juſt Power and Greatneſs. 

d IN all which Obligations, though the mat- 
noi ter of them may be, in part, of Civil Concern- 
ge ment, yet the Bond and Tie of an Oath and 
Coy Covenant is Religious, Sacred, and Inviolable: 
e Which though ſome may eſteem no more than 
r . 1 an 
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not eſcape. Therefore thus ſaith the Lord God, 
| As I hoe, ſurely mine Oath that he hath deſi 
ſed, and my Covenant that he hath broken, even $ 


Fallen and repent, and do your firit Works. YOu 


you kept in GOD's Way, and within your own 


1 
an Almanack out of Date, yet we look upon it 
as the Oath of GOD, in whoſe Name we hay, 
ſworn, and who will certainly require it at out 
Hands. 

WE know with what a jealous Eye and ſe 
vere Hand the Lord avenged the Quarrel of his 
Covenant made by Zedekiah to the King of By 
bilon, though extorted from him, and prejudi: 
cial to him: | Ezek. 17. 14, 15, 18, 19. ] Sha 
he proſper, (faith God) ſhall he eſcape, that doth 
ſuch Things? Or ſhall he break the Covenant 6 
be delivered? As I live, ſaith the Lord, ſeeing 
he aefpiſed the Oath by breaking the Covenant, 
(when lo] he had given hs Hand) be ſa 


it will I recompence upon his own Head. We W. 


dare not therefore (when we have lift up ou bet 


Hands to the moſt High G OD) by the Viol ill 
tion of a more righteous Oath, provoke the ef 


Wrath of the Lord againſt us, who is the Sear-Wf br 


cher of all Hearts, and to whom we muſt give ef 
an Account at the Great Day. i 

INSTEAD therefore of joining in Con- po 
ſultation with you, we do earneſtly intreat you, be 
in the Name of our Lord and Maſter eis pri 
Chriit, whoſe Ambaſſadours we are, That youll 
would commune with your own Hearts, conli- 
der the Evil of your preſent Ways, and tum 


from them: Remember from whence you ar? 


were once Honourable, and precious in ths 
Eyes of us and others of GOD's Servants, while 


Sphere; 


—_— 7 
Age you had our Hearts, our Help, and 

bur 8 for Succeſs therein: But alas] yoy 
Nye eclipſed your own Glory, and brought A 
loud over all your Excellencies. You are now 
walking in By-paths of your own, wherein we 
dare not ſay, The Bleſſing of the Lord be upon. 
wu, We Bits you in the Name of the Lord, nor 

jid you God ſpeed, left we be Partakers of your 
wil Deeds. Inſtead of n the Truth & 
Purity of Religion and the Worſhip of GOD, 
ve fear, you are opening a Door to deſperate & 
mnable Errours and Hereſies againſt the 
Truth of G OD, and to many licentious and 
wicked Practices againſt the Worſhip and Ways 
of GOD. How is Religion made to ſtink by 
reaſon of your Miſcarriages, and like to become 
; Scorn and a Reproach in all the Chriſtian 
World? How are the Faces of GOD's faithful 
dervants covered with Shame, and their Hearts 
filled with Sorrow and Grief, by reaſon there- 
of? How is the Golden Cord of Government 
broken in ſunder ? the Honour and Authorit: 

of Mageſtracy laid in the Duſt ?. How hath tlie 
Parliament, which ſuſtained . the Force and Op- 
polition of profeſſed Enemies for many Years, 
been made contemptible and torn in pieces by 
profefſed Friends in One Day > © 

'YOU cannot but know how fully and fre- 
queritty GOD's Word commandeth and in- 
orceth Obedience and Submiſſion to Mage- 

ſtrates, forbidding and condemning ( and that 
under pain of Damnation). ſuch Practices as 
theſe of yours are. , As likewiſe what ſevere 
Threatnings and exemplary Judgments 1 5 
COD have been e againſt, and infff 


ö ; ed 


. 
ded on the Contemners and Oppoſers of thi 
his Ordinance. You know what a Brand the 
. ſets upon thoſe that deſpiſe Doyj. 
nton and ſpeak evil of Dignities - Wo unto they 


( faith he, ver. 8, 11.) for they have gone in the 


the 

ay of Cain, and run greedily after the Errqiy 7 

of Balaam Far a, Reward, and periſhed in ti; int 
Gain-ſaying of” Corah. | He: 
a U Fro the ſad Examples of Corab,DuMl;. { 
than, and Abiram, in their mutinous Rebellion 
and Levelling Deſign againſt Mageſtracy and pri 
Miniſtry, in the Perſons of Moſes and Aaron: bo 
Tou take too much upon you (ſaid they to Moſeſ go 
and Aaron, Numb. 16. 3, 11, 26, 32, 33, 29 kin 
ſeeing all the Congregation are holy. WherefoWy | 
then lift you up your ſelves above the Congreg net 
tion of the Lord? Which Moſes fears not to cal by | 
A gathering together againſt the Lord, and warm the 
the People to avoid their Company: DepariMjzer 
From the Tents of theſe wicked Men, and tou lian 
nothing of theirs, let ye be conſumed in all thin Nu 
Sing. After which the Earth opened her Mouth not 
and ſwallowed them up, with all that apper the 
tained to them: And yet there were in that Re vit 
bellion a conſiderable Number of Eminent Men to 5 
Two Hundred and Fifty Princes of the Am Acc 
famous in the Congregation, Men of Renown. hay 
AND conſonant to the Tenour of the Scripi vo. 
tures herein hath alway been the conſtant judgi He: 
ment and Doctrine of Proteſtant Divines, bot Cri 
at home and abread, with whoſe judgments v Sub 


do fully concur, diſclaiming, deteſting and ab Kir 
- horring the wicked and bloody Tenents 214 the 
Practices of Jeſuites, (the worſt of Papiſts) con A7, 
cerning the oppoſing of Lawful e 5 
wa rivate 
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Frigate Perſons, and the Murthering of Kings 
by any, though under the moſt ſpecious an 
colourable Pretences. Which Jeſuitical Prin- 
cples and Counſels, we fear, may have too great 
Concurrence with, if not an Influence upon, 
theſe late Tranſactions. 1 RS TAY: 
or. AND now we defire you ſeriouſly, and as 
ten the Sight of GON, to examin your own 
Hearts and Ways, and to deal with your ſelves 
il ſometimes Nahe did with David. Put caſe 
long ſome other Party of Men in the Kingdom, whoſe 
nol Princip les nad not been concurrent with yours, 
1 ſhould have attempted Acts of ſuch a Nature 28 
e thoſe that you have performed; as Seizing the 
9% King's Perſon, and removing him from Place 
019 to Place, without and againſt his and the Parlia- 
£4 nent's Conſent ; would it not have been jagget 
4] W.you an intolerable Contempt both of his anc 
mi their Authority? Put cafe they & their Confe- 
derates had attempted the Removal of the Par- 
A lament's Guards, ſecured or inhibited a great 
ein Number of their Members, contrived and pro- 
moted new Models of their own, deſtructive to 
the Being both of this and all other Parliaments. 
dei with other Acts of the like Nature; we appe: 
eu to your own Conſciences, what Clamours an 
"i Accuſations againſt them would from your ſelves 
* lare proceeded. , And if in other Perſgns you 
i would condemn the FaF, the Lord grant; you 
ae Hearts to ſee who are the Men. Was it once 3 
ou Crime of the higheſt Nature to endeavour the 
"YE Subverſion of the Fundamental Laws of the 
a Kingdom, to diſſwade the Calling, or perſwade 
the Diſſolution of Parliaments, to countenance 
Armintans or connive at Papifls ;, and can it 
6 e e 16. 8 
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now be commendable to contrive the SubvenMloft 
fion, of the whole Laws and Government of H Me 
Kingdom all at once, and inſtead of a few Eren 
Tours to allow (as we fear fome amongſt yo rien 
1 a tbtal Impunity, and univerſal Tb 
Ieration of all Religions? He not deceived, Ga ui 
is not mocked : He knows how frequently yo . 
condemn that as a great Crime in others whichMo : 
vou would have accounted a Virtue in yo 
Telves; but G OD, who js no Reſpecter of Per led 
Tons, alloweth no ſuch Rule. { Rom. 1. 3260, 
Thoſe who knowing the FTudgment of God, that» 7 
they which commit ſuch Things are worthy re 
Death, not only do the ſame Things, but hau ben 
Pleaſure in (or, conſent with) them that d A 
them, in judging another condemn them ſelben (ch 
[ Rom. 2. 1, 3.] And thinkeit thou this, O Man Wyo! 
that judgeit them which do ſuch Things, ally 
doe ſt the ſame, that thou ſhalt eſcape the Fuds Cod 
ment of God? No ſurely, [Ver. 2. 6. 11.] wM'r : 
are ſure the Judgment of God is according nt! 
Truth, againft them which commit ſuch Things, Wall 
who will render to every Man according to l for! 
Deeds; For there is no Reſpect of Perſons wit? Arg. 
God. | 4 13. 


WE deſire that you would not be too conf-·¶ L- 
dent on former Succeſſes, If GOD hath made Ee 
you proſper while you were in his Way, this Wim 
can be no Warrant for you to walk in Ways of it! 
Jour own, and promiſe your ſelves Succeſs therc- 
in; Nay, if through GOD's Permiſſion (for 
Reaſons beſt known to himſelf) you have had, 
or may have, Succeſs in an Evil Way, yet is it 
no Juſtification thereof, nor Incouragement to Paul 
Proceed therein, Yea, you know that it is by (mig 
| of 
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of the greateſt Judgment when GOD ſuffers 
Men to proſper in ſinful Courſes. Wiſe Solo- 
mon tells us [ Eccl. 8. 14.] from his own Expe- 
rience, that there be ſometimes ju Men to 
whom it happeneth according to the Work of the 
wicked , again, There be wicked Men to whom 
it happeneth according to the Work 77 the righte- 
0 Ch. 7. 15. ] There is a juit Man that pe- 
ribeth in his Righteouſneſs, and there in a wic- 
kd Man that prolongeth his Life in his Wicked- 
neſs - But [Ch. 8. 11. ] becauſe Sentence againſt 
an evil Work is not executed ſpeedily, ſhall there- 
fore the Heart of the Sons of Men be fully ſet in 
them to do Evil? GOD forbid ! 

AND therefore the Providence of GOD 
(wich is ſo often pleaded in juſtitication of 
your Ways) is no ſafe Rule to walk by, eſpeci- 


God doth not approve the Practice of whatſoe- 
yer his Providence doth permit. When David, 
in the Cave, had an Opportunity to deſtroy 
Saul, (who was then in actual Purſuance of him 
for his Life) David's Men make uſe of ſuch an 
Argument from Providence | 1 Sam, 24. 4, 6,7, 
;.]: Behold, ſay they, the Day of which the 
f- Lord ſaid unto thee, Behold, I will deliver thine 
de Hen into thine Hand, that thou may" do to 
s bin as it ſpall ſeem good unto thee ;, but David 
of FWicither durſt himſelf, nor wonld permit his 


orbid that T ſhould do thu Thing wnto my Ma- 
er the Lord's Anointed, to ſtreteh forth my 
it N and ag ain# him. Again; When David found 
to Paul ſleeping in his Trench, Behold a Providence! 
ne might Abiſbai have faid). God, faith he, bath 


delivered 


ally in ſuch Acts as the Word of God condemns. 


Men to make uſe thereof, but ſaith, The Lord 


D 2a: J 
delivered thine Enemy into thine Hand this Day 
now 70 let me ſmite bim, &. No! (ſaith 
David) Deſtroy him not, for who can ſtretch 
forth his Hand again# the Lord's Anointed,and 
be guiltleſ's ? [1 Sam. 26. 8, Qs | But if 10 fol- 
low Providence had been a ſufficient Warrant, 
David ſhould have taken another Courſe, In 
Sum, if this be a good Warrant, nothing can be 


a Sin, for nothing can come to paſs at all unleß MW. ! 
the permiihve Providence of God afford an On. {Wdoi! 
f 1 Wo: 
NOR is it ſafe to be guided by Impulſes of ture 
Spirit, or pretended Impreſſions on your Hearts, N con 
without or againſt the Rule of G OD's written Man! 
Word: For by this means the Temptations of Wn; 
Satan and the Motions of God's Spirit will been! 
put in equal Ballance. And we deſire you like. Cod 
wiſe to conſider, whether any Hiſtory, ſacred 4 
or profane, recordeth any Example of an In- Wei 
pulfe of Spirit falling upon Multitudes of Per 1 
ſons at the ſame Time, putting them all at one Nea 
upon Performances contrary to moral Precepts; eith 
8s alſo, whether ſuch Perſons who are acted H. 
an Impulſe of Spirit can command others who E 
want it, (nay, who do not ſo much as pretend h 
to have it) to do that unto which themſclvagt%< 1 
pretend to be ſo much. incited > We know th Nec. 
it is the Duty of Chriſtians to try ſuch Inſtigi lot 
tions by the Word of God, and examin ho that 
well they agree thereunto, that they may ae be, 
cordingly judge whether it be the Voice of GoqggJour 
or the Voice of Satan, and of their own corrupſl chere 
Hearts, that prompteth them, To the Law ani 580 
orce 


ro the Teſtimony; if tbey ſprał not according 5 
2b Word, it e there 1s 10 Light in then Ove! 
IIa. 28.20. ] | ThIV2s : 


[ 23 ] 
The Apoſtle Peter direct the Fes to whom he 
wrote to adhere to the Word written, as to 2 
more ſure Word of Propheſy. By the fame Rule 
whereby we mu 7 the Spirits we muſt alſo 
try the Impulſes of Spirit, otherwiſe we do ex- 
zedingly ſtrengthen the Devil's Hands againſt 
our own Souls, and tempt him to tempt us. 

F beyond all this you plead Neceſſity of 
doing thus, Jeſt what you pretend as a glorious 
Work might elite miſcarry, and therefore ven- 
ture on theſe Ways, which are by your ſelves 
confeſſed to be irregular and not juſtifiabte;, we 
anſwer, that no Neceſſity can oblige a Man to 
in; God ſtands not in need of our Sin to carr 
on his own Work. Vi ye ſpeak wickedly for - 
God, and talk deceitfully for him? ſaith Job. 

AND yet this Plea of Neceſſity is of leſs 
Weight in your Caſe, becauſe, we fear, the Ends 

ou aim at are no more juſtifiable than the 

* you uſe; and the Neceſſity pleaded is 
either merely pretended, or at leſt contracted 
by your own Miſcarriages. | 

BUT if at any Time a Precept of GOD 
may be difpenſed with upon a Neceſiity, yet, (al. 
ve ſuppoſe, your ſelves will grant, That this fig! 
Neceſſity muſt be abſolute, preſent, and clear; 
not doubtful, uncertain, and conjectural, as 1 4 
that which is alledged in your Cafe muſt needs 441 
be, it being diſcerned only by your ſelves and 1 
your own Party. It is molt apparent to us, that 11 
there was of late no Neceſſity of theſe your ir- 1 
regular Practices; the Parliament being (till 
forced by you) full and free, acting what was 
en eovenanted for, and (if we miſtake not) what 
Thꝗgvas agreed upon long before by the ann 
0 
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of both Kingdoms. Beſides, you have engaged 
your ſelves by an Oath to preſerve His Maje. wh 
Rye Perſon and the Privileges of Parliament: 

& this is moſt clear, that no Neceſſity can juſtify 
Perjury, or diſpenſe with Lawful Gerke, tht! 
dreadful fiying Roll being ready to ſeize upon fir 
him that ſweareth falſly by the Name of G 
Zech. 5. 4-]- An Example of which ſevere 
Fudement from God, for the Violation of nM” 
Oath, you have in Saul, who tho” he did out 
of a good Intention, in his Zeal to the Children 
of Iſrael, ſlay the Gibeonites, (a People forner. 
ly accurſed, and who had fallaciouſly procured 
a Covenant from Jeſbua above Two Hundred 
Years before) yet, for Saul's breaking of that 
Covenant, was the whole Kingdom of Iſrael 
and his Poſterity in particular,” moſt ſeverely 
puniſhed by God. | 
WE do therefore, upon the whole matter, 
ſeriouſly beſeech you, as in the Sight of God, 
to recede from theſe evil Ways, and contain 
your ſelves within your own Bounds, to learn 
John Baptiit's Leſſon for Soldiers, Do Violence 
to no Man, (or, Put no Man in Fear) neither 
accuſe any Man falſly, and be content with you 
Wages. But if you perſiſt in theſe Ways, behol 
you have ſinned againit the Lord, and be ſur 
Your Sin will fd you out Num. 32. 23. ]; and 
take heed, Teſt when the Hand of God ſhall 0 
vertake you, and turn the Wheel upon you, you 
be found to ſuffer both as Evil-doers and as Bu 
{y-bodies in ober Mens Matters. | 1 Pet. 4. 15. 
AND when you ſhall thus return to youl 
Duty, as we have Cauſe to bleſs God for it, ſq 
we {hall not need to fear thoſe larry. 
- 1 . & iT "i - * of W Ne / 


ITT 
thick ſome of us have received (we ſay not 
fm your ſelves, yet) from Meſſengers dire- 
17 0 they informed 35 immediately from 
your felves to ſome of us, That F we perſit rg 
fir up the People to Sedition (for ſo, it ſeems, 
dur bewailing your Sins before the Lord is in- 
terpreted) and Soldiers do us a Miſchief,” we 
may thank our ſelves , That if there follow. ano- 
ther Mar, you will gzve Quarter to none that 
fand againit you ; That. you will ſpare neither 
Man, Woman, nor Child, Engliſh or Stranger. 
But if theſe our Fxhortat ions prevail not, we 
have diſcharged our Duty, and, we hope, deli- 
vered our own Souls; and if it be our Portion 
to ſuffer, we truſt we ſhall ſuffer as Chriſti- 
ens, and for well doing, and that ſuch Suffe- 


ly tings” ſhall. be acceptahle with God, in whoſe 
Hebt the Death of bis Saints is precious, who, 
F uben he maketh Inquiſition for Blood, forgetteth 
be Cry of. the Humble: And tho* tome of us 
"MW cre told, by One of the Meſſengers ſent. from 
5 you, That, F we put our ſelves: upon Suffering, 
* we ſhall have Suffering enough, yet we know, 
Nat che GOD whom we ſerve is able to deliver 
h uw; To whom, in the Diſcharge of our Duty, 
commit the Keeping of our Souli, as to a faith- 
1 ful Creatour. TGT TIVITY 
AND thus, out of a Zeal to GOD's Glory, 


Care to difcharge our own Duties, and an hear- 
By ty Deſire after the Comfort and Salvation of 
your Souls, we have freely and faithfully de- 
cared our judgments concerning your late and 

(MPreſent Proceedings. If the Lord pleafs to make 
nos t effectual for your Reformation, we, and all 
ide Churches of Chriſt, 2 have Cauſe to _ 

* 0 
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God for you; but if for our Sins, and the Sing 

of the Land, the Lord ſhall make you Infſtry. 

ments of Miſery and Confuſion, (which your 
preſent Actings do certainly tend to) we will 
ſay with Eli, It is the Lord, let him do what 
ſeemeth bim good. But we hope better Thing 
of you, and ſubſcribe our ſelves 


7 an. 17. 1648. Tour Servants in the Lord 


Thomas Gataker, Paſtor of Rotherith. 
George Walker, Paſtor of Fobn Evangeliſt 
Arthur Jackſon Paſtor of Michael Woodſt. 
Cha. Of ſpring, Paſtor of Antholines. 

H. Rob rough, Paſtor of Leonards Eaſtcheap, 
N. Profet, Miniſter of the Word at Foſter, 
T. Caſe, Miniſter of Maudlins Milkſtreet, 
S.Gower, Min. of the Goſ. at Martins Ludz 
And. anetay, of Alhallows on the Wall, 
Sam. Clark, Miniſter of Bennet-F yak. 
Tho. Clandon, Paſtor of Alhallows Barkin 
 7ohn Wale, Miniſter of Michael Cornhil. 
James Cranford, Paſtor of Chriſtophers. 

James Nalton, Paſtor of Leonard Foſterlan 

T. Camton, Paſtor of Bartholomew Exchang 

Jobn Fuller, Miniſt. of Butolphs Biſhopſgat 

Francis Roberts, Paſtor of Auſtins. 

V. Jen kin, Paſtor of Chriſt-Church. 


Elidad Blackwel, Paſtor of Alhallows Ur 
derſhaft. 


W. Harriſon, Miniſter of n 
0 
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Jobn Sheffield, Miniſter of Swithins, 
Mat. Haviland, Miniſter of Trinity-pariſh 
G. Smalewood, Paſtor of Mildreds Poultry. 
W. Taylor, Paſt. of Stephens Colemanſtreet 
Chr, Love, Paſtor of Ann Alderſgate. 
Robert Mercer, Miniſter of Brides 
Ralph Robinſon, Paſtor of Mary-Woolnath. 
. Blackmore, Faſtor of Peters Cornhil. 
Fran, Peck, Paſtor of Nicholas Acons, 


Stephen Watkins, Miniſter of the Goſpel at 
Saviours Southwark. 


. N. ickins, Paſtor of Andrew Hubbard. 


Jobn Walls, Miniſter of Martins Iron- mon- 
ger 12 ne, 


Tho. Manton, Miniſter of Stoke-Newing- 


ton. 
T ho. Gouge, Miniſter of Sepulchres. 
The.Whatſen, Paſtor of Stephens Walbrook 
N. Stanniforth, Miniſter of Mary-Bothaw. 


John Halb, Preacher at Alhallows on the 
Wall. 


John Glaſſcock, Miniſter of the Goſpel at 
Andrew Underſhaft, 


Tho. Whateley, Paſtor of Mary-Woolchurch 
Jacob Tice, Paſtor of Buttolph Billing ſgate 
Fonath, Lloyd, Paſtor of James Garlickhith 
John Morton, Paſtor of Newington-Butss 
Fojpua Kirby, Miniſter of the Word, 
Aribur Barnham, Paſtor of Helens, 


8 5 Benja. 
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Benjamin Needler, Paſtor of Margaret Moſes 
John Wells, Miniſter of Olives-jury.. 


R. Matthew, Miniſter of Andrew Wardrobe, 
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1 VINDICATION of the Miniſters 


of the Goſpel in and about London from the 


unjuit Aſperſious cat upon their former A- 
dings for the Parliament, as if they had pro- 


moted the bringing of the KING to Capital 


Puniſoment. With a ſhort Exhortation to 


their People to keep cloſe to their Covenant- 
Engagement. 


„ 


LSAIAH LXII. 1. 


FOR Zions ſake, I will not hold my peace, and 
for Jeruſalem's ſake I will not reſt, until the 
Righteouſneſs thereof go forth as Brightneſs, 
8 Salvation thereof as a Lamp that bur- 
net h. 

PROP. 24. 21, 22. My Son, fear thou the 
Lord and the King, and meddle not with 
thoſe that are given to chanze : For their Ca- 


lamity ſhall riſe ſuddenly, and who knoweth 
the Ruin of them both. 


„ 


T cannot be unknown how much we 
and other Miniſters of this City and 
Kingdom, that faithfully adhered to 
the Parliament, have injurioufly 
ſmarted under the Scourge of evil 


Tongues and Pens, ever ſince the firſt Eruption 


of the.unhappy Differences and unnatural War 
between King and Parliament, for our Obedi- 
ence 


L 30 J 
ence to the Commands and Orders of the Ho. 
nourable Houſes, in their Conteſts with Hig 


Majeſty, and Conflicts with his Armies. 

WE are not ignorant of the over-buſy In- 
termedlings of Prelates and their Party hereto- N or! 
fore, in over-ruling Civil Affairs, to the great not 0 
endangering of Kingdoms; and of tliis in par. Fr 
ticular when private Intereſts, ambitious De- Ii; pri 

| ligns, Revenge, or other ſiniſter Ends, engaged 1 
them beyond their Sphere. Howbeit, if can- 4 
not reaſonably (as we conceive) be denied, tha yy 
Miniſters, as Suhjefs, being bound to obey the have 
Laus, and to preſerve the Liberties of the * Thin 
dom, and having an Intereſt in them and the rd 
Happineſs of them, as well as others, may and 1 
ought (without incurring the juſt Cenſure due hon 
to Buſy- bodies and Incendiaries) to appear, for ye 
preſerving the Laus and Liberties of that Com of o 
mon- wealth whereof they are Members, eſpeci dur 
ally in our Caſe, when it was declared by the Nan 
Parliament that all was at Stake, and in danger ther 
to be lot. No, nor as Mini/ters ought they to * 
hold their peace, in a Time wherein the Siu dur 
of Rulers & Mageſtrates, as well as others, har (in 
ſo far provoked God as to kindle the Fire of h whi 
Wrath againſt his People. And yet for this ted. 


lone the faithful Servants of God have, in al ] 
Ages, through the Malice of Satan and his I dau- 
ſtraments, been traduced as Arch-Incendiarics unj 
when only their Accuſers are indeed guilty fru 
both laying the Train, and of putting fire to i the 
to blow up a Kingdom. wh 
AN Abab and his Sycophants think none ſq wel 
fit to bear the Odium of being the grand Troy, t 
Sev of Ifracl as Elijah. Thus the Popiſh Del tere 


vice 


* 3 
ce was, to charge the Gun-powder Treaſon (had 
Mi taken effect) upon the Puritans And, if 
you believe Tertullus, even a Paul is a peſtilent 
elo, 2 Mover of Sedition throughout the 
-Miſorld, and 4 Ringleader of a Sed; and what 
Wot, but what he is? Yea, Chriſt himſelf (tho? 
Friend to Monarchy, even of heatteniſhRome) 
js proclaimed an Enemy to Ceſar, to open a 
Way to his Deſtruction, by their Malice who 
never cared for the Intereſt of Ceſar. | 
WHEREFORE, although with us, who 
have. had Experience of like Uſage, it be a ſmall 
Thing to be thus judged of Men, when we re- 
card only our own particular Perſons : For, if 
they call the Maſter of the Houſe Beel-zebub, 
bow much more thoſe of his Houſhold 2 yet when 
we conſider how much it concerns the Honour 
of our Maſter, and the Good of all, to preſerve 
our Miniſterial Function immaculate (our good 
Names being, in that relation, as needful to o- 
thers as a good Conſcience to our ſelves) we 
dare not but ſtand by and aſſert the Integrity of 
our Hearts, and the Innocency of all our Actings 
(in reference to the King and Kingdom) for 
which we are ſo much calumniated and tradu- 
ted. | 
THIS weare compelled to at this Time, be- 
tzuſe there are many who confidently (yet moſt 
unjuſtly) charge us to have been formerly in- 
ſtrumental toward the taking away the Life of 
the King. And becauſe alſo there are others 
who in their ſcurrilous Paſquils and Libels (as 
L well as with their virulent T ongues) preſent us 
to the World as a'bloody ſeditious Sed, aud trai- 
Y ferous Obſtructours of what all the godly People 
| | 0 
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| bf the Kingdom do earneſtly deſire for eftabjj 
Hing of Religion and Peace, in that we ſtick x 
the Execution of the King, while yet we are (a 
they falſly affirm) content to have him . conv; 
#ed and condemned + All which we muſt and 
do, from our Hearts, diſclaim, before the whole 
World. 7 9 
FOR When we did firſt engage with the 
Parliament, (which we did not till called there. 
unto) we did it with Loyal Hearts and Aﬀeti. 
on towards the King and his Poſterity: Not in 
tending the leaſt Hurt to his Perſon, but to ſtop 
his Farty from doing further Hurt to the King 
dom 3 not to bring His Majeſty to Fuſtce ( 
ſome now ſpeak) but to put him into à better 
Capacity to do juſtice: Jo remove the wicked 
rom before bim, that his Throne might be eſti 
4 ts Riphteouſneſs ; not to dethrone and 
dettroy him, which (we much fear) is the rex 
dy Way to the Deſtruction of all his Kingdoms 
- THAT which put on any of us at firſt th 
appear for the Parliament was, The Propoſitions 
and Orders of the Lords and Commons*in Parl. 
mant (Fae! 10. 1642.) for bringing in of Me- 
ney and Plate, Oc. wherein they aſſured us, that 
whatſoever ſhould be brought in thereupob 
mould not be imploy'd upon any other Occaſion 
than to maintain % Proteſtant Religion, 50 
e er bis Perſon in his Royal Dignf 
#9, Abe Free 'Conrſe of Fuſtice, the Laws of the 
Zaud, the Peart of the Kingdom, and the Pri. 
wulepes' off Parliament, agalnſt any Force which, 
ne ne 7 
NN in this we were daif confirmed and 
eficouraged more and more, by their many ſub- 
V | - ſequent 
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6qteht Declarations and Proteſtations, which 
10 held our ſelves bound to believe, knowing 
dan of them to be Godly and Conſvientious 
Men, of Publick Spirits, zealouſly promoting 
the Common Good, and labouring to free this 
Kingdom from Tyranny and Slavery, which ſome 
wil Inftruments about the King endeavoured to 
bring upon the Nation. | | 
AS for the preſent Actings at anne $0 
lene the Time that ſo many of tlie Members were 
by Force ſecluded, divers impriſoned, and others 
hereupon withdrew from the Houſe of Com- 
nons, (and there not being that Conjunction of 
the Two Houſes as heretofore) we are wholly 
infatisſied therein, becauſe we conceive them to 
be ſo far from being warranted by ſufficient Au- 
hotity, as that, in dur Apprehenſions, they tend 
dan actual Alteration (if not Subverſion) of 
* which the Honourable Houſe of Commons, 
in their Declaration of April 17. 1646. have 
bught us to call the Fundamental Ip yeh ma 2 
bebernment of this Kingdom, which they therein 
ſure us (if we underſtand them) they would 
terer alter. . | 
YE A, we hold our ſelves bound in Duty to 
God, Religion, rhe King, Parliament, and King- 
lm, to profeſs before God Angels, and Men, 
at we verily believe that which is ſo much 
jared to be now in Agitation, The taking away 
Ihe Life of the King, in the preſent Way of 
1s, not only not agreeable to any Word 
of God; the Principles of the Proteſtant Religi- 
cioti (never yet ſtained with the leaſt Drop of 
Blood of a King) or the Fundamental Conſtitu- 
lon and * this Kingdom, but con 
F | trar! 


— 


o 
> * — = l . 
— ** n A a * — 
9 4 — 


p—— ̃ — — 


— 


— 


—— — 2 —̃ ——— — . ——_—_ _—— 


34 } 


trary to them, as alſo to the Oath of Allegiance, 


the Proteſtation of May 5. 1641. and the ſolemy Mira! 
League and Covenant; from all or any of which N lick 
Engagements we know not any Power on Earth 1 
able to abſolve us or others. & en⸗ 
IN which laſt we have ſworn (with Hands (to 1 
lifted up to tlie moſt High GOD) That we ſva]M;nd 
with Sincerity, Reality, and Conſtancy, in our belo 
ſeveral Vo cations, endeavour, with our Eſtate: ¶ depe 
and Lives, mutually to preſerve and defend the dm 
Rights and Privileges of the Parliament, and th not 
Liberties of the Kingdoms, and to preſerve andMhigh 
defend the King't Majeſty's Perſon and Authoriito tl 
ty, in the Defence of the true Religion and Ilie 
erties of the Kingdoms : That the World noyWMnai: 
bear witneſs with our Conſciences of our Loyal; fun 
end that we have no Thoughts or Intentions ithis 
_ diminiſh His Majeſly*s juit Power and Greutneſiſ duce 
AND ve are yet further tied by  anotheMlite 
Article of the ſame Covenant, not to ſuffer o dire. 
ſelves, diredtly or indiredly, by whatſoever Co ho 
bination, Perſwaſion, or Terre, to be divid ih of tl 
or 1 this hleſſed Union and O. Lol. 
juncłion, whether to make defection to the conti rectl 
ry Pariy, or to give our ſelves to a deteſtable Ii but 
differency or Neutrality, in this Cauſe, which Mflſc 
much concerns the Glory of God, the Good of Wore 
Hing dome, and Honour of the - King; but ſla lam 
' all the Days of our Lives zealouſly and conſtauſ tone 
h continue therein, again all Oppoſition, ai terly 
promote the ſame, according to our Power, ag ain Arm 

' all Lets and Inpediments whatſoever. And th Miſc 
we have not only taken our ſelves, but moſt Inot 
us have, by Command of the Parliament admin h. 
niſter'd it to others, whom we have thereſſ King 
12 edna ala r drag Exc 
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drawn in to be as deep as our ſelves in this pub- 
lick Engagement. | 
hl THEREFORE, according to that our Co- 
renant, we do, in the Name of the great GOD, 
Is W(to whom all muſt give a ſtri& Account) warn 
nd exhort all who either more immediately 
belong to our reſpective Charges, or any W 
e depend on our Miniſtry, or to whom we have 
le adminiſter'd the ſaid Covenant, (that we may 
rot by our Silence ſuffer them to run upon that 
a highly provoking Sin of Perjury) to keep cloſe 
io the Ways of God, and the Rules of Religion, 
i the Laws, and their Vows, in their conſtant 
oF maintaining the true Reformed Religion, the 
"Fundamental Conſtitution and Government of 
this Kingdom, not ſuffering themſelves to be ſc- 
[:Wduced from it, by being drawn to ſubſcribe tle 
lite Models, or Agreement of the People, which 


lirectly tends to the utter Subverſion of the 
whole Erame of the Fundamental Government 


ef the Land, and makes way for an univerſal 
ny ſoleration of all Hereſies and Blaſphemies (d- 
erectly contrary to our Covenant) if they can 
bit get their Abettors to cover them under a 
Wolfe Guiſe of the Chriſtian Religion) as alſo in 
I oreſerving the Privileges of both Houſes of Pa- 
ho lizment, and the Union between the Two N- 


tions of England and Scotland; to mourn bit- 
terly for their own Sins, the Sins of the City. 
Army, Parliament, and Kingdom, and the wofal 
Miſcarriages of the King himſelf (which we car- 
not but acknowledge to be many and very great) 
in his Government, that have coſt the Tar. e 
eli Kingdoms fo dear, and caſt him down from hs 
av Excellency into an horrid Pit of Miſery, almoſt 
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IL 36] 
beyond Example: And to pray that God would 
both give him effectual Repentance, and fandi. 
fy that bitter Cup of Divine Diſpleaſure that 
the Divine Providence hath put into his Hand, 
as alſo that God would reſtrain the Violence of 
Men, that they may not dare draw upon them. 
ſelves and the Kingdom the Blood of their So- 
vereign. 


AND now, we have good Reaſon to exped, 
that they who brought us under ſuch a Bond, and 
thereby led us into the Neceſſity of this preſent 
Vindication, and Manifeſtation of our judg- 
ments, and Diſcharge of our Conſciences, ſhould 
defend us in it. However, we reſolve rather 
to be of their Number that tremble at his Ter- 
rours who is a Conſuming Fire, and will not tall 
to avenge the Quarrel of his Covenant upon all 
that conteran it, than to be found among thoſe 
who deſpiſe the Oath by breaking his Covenant, 
after lifting up the Hand) altho' it had been 
made but in Civil Things only, and that with 
the worſt of Men. 


C. Burges, D. D. Preacher of the Word in 
Paul's, Lond. 

Mill. Gouge, D. D. Paſtor of Black- Friars, 

Edin Stanton, D. D. Paſtor of Kingſton. 

Tho. Temple, D. D. Paſtor of Batterſey. 

Geo. Walker, Paſtor of John Evang. 

Edm. Calamy, Paſtor of Aldermanbury. 

Ter Whitaker, Paſtor of Mag. Bermunley. 


Dan 
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han. Camdrey, Miniſter of Martins in the 
Fields. 
Spur ſtow, Miniſt. of Hackneys 
, Seaman, Paſtor of Alh. Breadftreet. 
neon Aſbe, Min. of Michael Baſingſhaw: 
ho. Caſe, Min. of Magd. Milkſtreet. 
 Proffet. Miniſter at Foſters 

|. Thorowgood, Min. of Crayford. 

w. Corbet, Miniſt. of Croyden. 
nn Paſt. of Leonards Eaſtcheap. 
Domnham, Paſt. of Alh. Thames: ſtreet. 


th, Fack fs Paſtor of Michaels Woad- 
ſtreet. 


. Nalton, Paſt. of Leonards Foſter- lane. 
(ho, Cates Paſt. of Bartholomews Exch: 
ba, Offjpring, Paſtor of Antholins. 

1, Clark, Miniſter of Bennet. fynk. 

jo. Wall, Miniſter of Michael Cornhill. 


ranc is Roberts, Paſtor of the Church at 
Auſtins. 


lm, Bolton, Paſtor of Andrews Holbourn | 
Mat, Haviland, Paſtor of Trinity. 
jobn Sheffield, Miniſter of Swithins. 


„Vn. Harriſon, Miniſter of Gracechurch 
| VT 2 


Vill. Jerks Kiiniter or nde 
John Viner, Paſtor of Buttolph Aldgate. 


Eli dad Blackwall, Paſtor of Andrew Un 
derſhaft. | 


John Croſs, Miniſter at Matthews Friday ” 
ſtreet. ep he 


John F aller, Miniſter at Buttolph, Biſhopſ jacob 
N ahn 


Vn. Taylor, Paſtor of Stephens Coleman of 
ſtreet. 


Peter Mitham, Paſtor of Albans Woodſir 
Fran. Peck, Paſtor of Nich. Acorn 
Chr. Love, Paſtor of Anne Alderſgate. 


John VVallis, Miniſter of Martin Iron- 
monger-[ ane. 


Tho. Waꝛtſon, Paſtor of Stephens Walbroo 
VV. VVickins, Paſtor of Andrew Habbard 
Tho. Mamon, Miniſter of Stoke Newington: 
Tho. Gonge, Paſtor of Sepulchres. 

n. Blackmore, Paſtor of Peters Cornkill 
Robert Mercer, Miniſter of Brides. 

Ra. Robinſon, Paſtor of Mary Woolnorth. 
John Glaſſcock, Min. at Underſhaft. 

Tho. Whaley Miniſt. of Mary Wool church 
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en. Lloyd, Paſtor of James Garlick Hithe. 
Won N ells, Paſtor of Olives Jury. | 
j. Needler, Paſtor of Margaret Moſes. 


Mb Stanniforth, Miniſter of Mary Bo- 
thaw. 


epben VVatkins Miniſter of Mary Overies 
Jacob Tice, Paſtor of Buttolph Billingſgate 
john Stileman, Miniſter of Rotherithe 
ſoſcas Bull, Paſtor of North Cray. 


mat ham Devereux, late Munſter of An- 
drews Holbourn 


Pal Ruſſel, Preacher at Hackney. 
fobua Kirby, Miniſter of the Word. 
ythur Barham, Paſtor at Hellens. 
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